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not any Inclination of my own, 
that 1 yielded to the Publica- 


1 :i0n of this plain and unpoliſh'd Dif- 


Reourſe ; however, 1 ſhall exceed- 
3 zngly rejoice, if by this Means the 
1 leaft Good may be done. Youknow 


if the Reaſons why it was publiſh'd 
1 20 ſooner, and it is of no moment to 


A 2 on 


The Dedication. ij 
5 


li Ti 74 wing to your Ht * = 


bs; 
2, . 
- 3 4s 


| OT EEE NEST | 2 TIC 
2 Lis Dechenridn. 


* the W "0 with the Par- 
ticulars of them. That you, and all 
the mournſul Relatives,” may. re- 
cerve renewed Toftrufions, and a- 
bundant Conſolations from the Cop 
Gall Grace, under this trying Pro- 
Didence; that you may daily reflect 
upon the Doctrine, Advices, and 
holy Example of your dear and 
zous Father, for your ſpiritual [ 
Improvement ; and that the Church 
ro in Grace, 


may live in Peace 
aſed 550 N "TT, al 


and be increaſe ſe 


the ſincere a 3 


Your Aiteaionate Friend. 
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Ver. 9. F 5 the ids 15 the Ee 


our God, 1 _— ha Wee. 


| H E death of every 2664 man is 
1 A loſs, both to the church, and 
< the world; but the removal of a 
miniſter, long, and eminently uſeful; is 
a very heavy loſs, and calls for concern, 
gee and od — . 
ideen chest sg audits the 
We occaſion of our aſſembling at 
n time“ Our _ OL and your 
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aged paſtor, is gone from our world to 
receive a-gracious, and full reward at 
the hands of the chief ſhepherd, for his 
long- continued uſefulneſs, and * 
ally in this church. _ 
WHriLsT this neceſſarily fils you | 


- with ſorrow, it muſt bea great ſupport, 


and ſatisfaction, that as He liv'd, ſo He 
died, full of care for the Peace, and 21 
ſperity of your ſouls. 

TuIsõ very text (which He mile 
chbice. of, no leſs than twelve years 


ago, as the ſubject of his funeral ſermon) 
is a plain indication of the diſpoſition. 


of his mind, and how much he deſir d, 


as in the general, the increafe of true ” 


religion, ſo. in en che eke 
1 this ſeciet . of non 
TIN E inſpir peru of this pl 


but 


but why this, and fourteen other pſalms 
are called ſongs of degrees, there 1s no- 
thing but con jecture, becauſe, at ſo great 


a diſtance of time, we are ignorant of 


the inſtruments, and methods of the ſa- 
cred muſick then in uſe, to which this 
name probably bears a relation. 

TRE occaſion of the pſalm ſeems to 


be the ſettlement of the worſhip of the 


God of 1ſracl at Feruſalem; by bringing 
the ark thither, which before had been 
removed from one place to another. 
5 Ir fill'd the pious heart of this excel- 
7 lent king with a divine joy, that he had 
3 accompliſh'd this bleſſed affair, and that 


there appear'd fo great a readineſs in 


7 the people to attend the worſhip of their 
God. ver. 1, 2. T was glad when they ſaid 
ſo me, Let us go into the houſe of the Lord, 


| our I ſhall ſtand within thy gates, O Fee 
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ruſalem. It is a very pleaſing and encou- 
raging tight, to ſee perfons forward te | 


attend the worthip of God. We muſt | 
be ſwift to hear, ready to every good 


word, and work; and-when God calls 
us to ſeek him, anſwer with ſpeed, and 
pleaſure, Thy face O Lord will we ſeek. | 

TRE Pſalmiſt proceeds to give a've- 
ry high commendation of Fernſalem, the 
Place of God's Worſhip. 4 

HE commends it for it's beautiful | 


compactneſs ver. 3. Fer uſalem 16 bulded Þ 


asd yy that 15 compact | tagetber. 1 1. e. united 
in it's buildings, Jaws, and religion, 
which was otherwiſe, in the latter re- 
ſpects, before the Tebuſites were ſubdued. 
Tuvus, alſo, the beauty of the Chri- 
fan church confiſts in the unity of it. 
Ac Alx, he commends it, for i it's 
ting the place both of the worffp- * 
God, 


* 


r 


engage 


1 off Mr. Thomas Marſom. 2 


God, and the adminiſtration of civil ju- 
ſtice, ver 4, 5. whuther- the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, unto the teſtimony 1 
Iſrael, to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord. For there are ſet thrones of judg- 
ment, the thrones of the houſe of David. We 
may Obſerve from hence, that certainly 
it is an happy place, where religion and 


juſtice have both their free courſe. 


HR concludes with an earneſt ex- 
hortation to every pious Iraelite, to pray 


i the welfare of Feruſalem. ver. 6 Pray 


for the peace of Feruſalem. A good man 
muſt be- publick ſpirited, and not only 


pray for himſelf, but the church of God. 


Hs then makes uſe of two o agu 
ments to nbtte MBs. 
Fi Rs, that their own intereſt was 
&fein! ver. 6. They ſhall proſper 
that love thee. * we ſincerely, and ar- 
rl B dentiy 


literal Jeruſalem hath 


10 A Sermon n the. . 


dently love che e church of God, — pmy 
for it's peace, welfare, and increaſe, we 
our ſelves ſhall partake of the benefit, 


and a bleſſing ſhall deſcend on our own 


ſouls, as we are parts and members of it. 
SECONDLY, he urges this duty, by 


his own example, in the words of the 


text, For my bretbren and companions ſakes 

1 will now Ja ay, peace be within tec. 
HERE let us remember \Feruſalem 

was a figure of that Feruſalem which is 


from above, i. e. the chriſtian church; 


ſo that every good man muſt be bearti- 


ly concern d for the peace, and happi- 


neſs of the church of Chriſt; tho the 
beer mmads an heap 
of deſolation long ago; firſt by the Cal - 
deans, and many centuries. after bythe 
Romans, and is now Mac 
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I 5 theſe words, two o things j in the 
general are to be noted. 
I. The pious concern of the Pani 


for Jeruſalem. 
I. The grounds and reaſons of i it. 


11 H1s great concern for it, it being 
the place where the enn of God \ was 
then maintain . 

No w this his concern, he expreſſes 
in the moſt ſuitable manner imaginable, 
viz. By ardent proyeny — W 
deavours. 
 T will now „ fix peace be built le 
There he prays, ang 

Tull ſeck thy god; here he res 
to uſe his beft endezyaurs to promote it. 

-FixsT he prays for it. I now 
* peace be within — | "EEO 

from hence, . 
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e. That n no 7 ought to think 4 | 
is too great to be religious ; that is, to 
love, honour, obey, and worſhip God- 
The royal Pſalmift bimſelf engagesin his 


moſt hearty wiſhes, and prayers far the 


peace of Feruſalem. He does not ſay, 


let the prieſts only, or the devouter I/ 


raclites pray, whilſt Tattend the cares, or 


pleaſures of my court; but his ſoul, that 
delighted in God, engages him to the 
| perſonal performance of this duty. 1 


will now ſay, &c. 
Tux eternal king, whom we are 


bound to adore, is infinitely greater than = 


the higheſt mortal that wears an earthly. 
diadem. The Jewiſh king was com- 


manded to write a copy of the law, and 
read therein all the days of his life: And 
all the kings, and princes, and judges 
of the earth are — u 2 to praiſe the 


Lord, 


: Lord; as much as the weanelt of the 
people “. 3. 7 ine / 2149 
TnuxRxETORE had be our chas 
rater or condition in Life, yet, as we 
are reaſonable creatures, have immortal 

ſouls, and are favour'd with the glori- 
ous goſpel, let us look upon religion to 
be our honour, intereſt, buff meſs, and 
higheſt concern, For even that innu- 

merable company of angels, which the 

ſcripture diſcovers to us, I¶ betber they be 
_ thrones or dominions, principalities, or pows 

ers, have the honour to be ſtiled the ſer- 
vants of God : They hearken to the 
voice of his commands, and wan . | 
fil his pleaſure. 1 
2. VE may See that every "R : 
cere chriſtian ought to do that in re- 
; rer ee 1 HE als: upon 


ö 8 others | 
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1 A Sermon on the Death . 


— | David, a8 yon ſee, wg 6. 


calls upon others to pray for the peace 
of Feruſalem ; but does this ſuffice him? 
does he think he himſelf might be ex- 


: cuſed? no, he readily, and heartily en- 
gages in the work too. It is to be ob- 


ſerved, that our Bleſſed Saviour recom- 
mends nothing, as a duty to his diſci. 


| ples, but what he ſets a fair example 


of in his own practice. In religion we, 
muſt not only talk, but act, and whilſt 
we recommend piety and holineſs to 
others, take particular care to be pi- 
ous, and holy pur ſelves: Otherwiſe 
we ſhall be: guilty of vile hypocriſy, 
and expoſe religion ko the ſcoffs of a 


0 prophane world. 


3. Norte further, that prayer is an 


excellent means to promote the peace, 


and yellare of the church, 4 ʒuill now 


ſay 


Ha wy with it, but earneſts 


| ſay peace be within thee, I will ſay, i. er 


: 0 1 pray for it - It's greatly fot 
the advantage of the church, that there 
ſhould be a ſpirit of Prayer, and 
ſupplication amongſt us. Were we 
more feriouſly, and conſtantly en- 
gag'd, both in ſecret, and ſocial pray? 
er, for a bleſſing on the preaching of 
the goſpel, for the proſperity of our 
own ſouls, the falvation of others, and 
the general advantage of the church of 
Chriſt, I am perſwaded we ſhould iini 
quickly an happy alteration in our cies / 
cumſtances. We ſhould ſee the work 
crown'd with ſucceſs, ſinners converted, 
7 and chriſtians increaſing in knowledge; 
comfort, and univerſul holineſs: For 
che Lord is a God hearing prayet, and 


in, bo . of, ahd:'foughr une 


x6 A Sermon on the Death 


for the heavenly bleſſings he has pre- 
par'd, AG me and; is read ca to be- 
8 

AND here Jet it be further obſery? d, 
that we are to ſuit our prayers to the 
particular circumſtances the church of 
God is in. I will no ſay, i. e. upon 
ce this occaſion; that as Feruſalem is the 
« ſettled place of the ark, and worſhip 
cc of God, I will pray that it s peace may 
& be eftabliſh'd, and continued.“ Be. 
cauſe the church of God en joys a preſent 
calm, we muſt not ceaſe to pray for it, 
as if it would never be toſſed with tem- 
peſts, and afflicted; for unforeſeen 
ſtorms do frequently ariſe, and threat- 
en it greatly. Let us therefore follow 
God with our earneſt requeſts, that he 
would preſerve, bleſs, and continue to 
favour! his chureh: For Lion's ſake let us 


701 not 
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| not hold our peace, aud for Feruſalem's ſake 
let us not reſt, until the vighteouſneſs thereof 
go forth as brighineſs, and the ſalvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth, * | 
3 Wx muſt never, thro' careleſneſs, or 
3 wearinels, let down the hands of faith 
and prayer, either for ourſelves, or the 
church of God: Faith muſt not ceaſe, 
till it be perfected in fight; or Prayer, 
till we enter upon that bleſſed ſtate, where 
praiſe will be our eternal buſineſs and 
4. and Lasrry, Let us now conſider 
the great bleſſing here ſpoken of, and 
about which the P/almiſt was fo much 
concern'd. Peace be within thee. This 
is a ſweet, and amiable bleſſing, and 
indeed very comprehenſive. When he 
prays for the peace of Feruſalem it may 
reaſonably include 47 - 
I. Tranquility and Liberty. That 
Jeruſalem might be free trom the ter- 
rors, and miſeries of war, from abroad, 
the painful yoke of tyrannical govern- 
r 


ment 


18 A Sermon on the Death 
ment at home; and eſpecially, that the 
ſervants of God might, without the leaſt 
fear, or moleſtation, attend the ſolem- 
nities of his holy worſhip. = 
Ap thus, when we pray as chri- 
ſtians for peace, we are not only to de- 
precate the calamities of war, and the 
infringement of our civil liberties, but 
particularly to deſire, that we may lead 
a peaceable and quiet life, in all godli- 
neſs and honeſty: That we may aſj- 
ſemble for the worſhip of our God, ane 
the good of our own ſouls, none forbid- * 
ding us, or making us afraid. That 
the rage of our enemies may be re- 
ſtrain d, and remov'd, that there may be 
an abundance of peace, and at length none 
to hurt, or deſtroy, in all God's holy 
Mountain. 5 1 9 
BLESSED be his name, that we now“? 
enjoy, and have enjoy d for many 
years, the happineſs of liberty, which. 
has been continued to usbya ſeries ofad- 
mirable, and gracious providences, and 
75 1 that 


we have the pleaſing proſpe& it ſhall 


ſtill, notwithſtanding our unworthineſs, 
be preſerved to us. O! let us ſtir 


up ourſelves, and one another to glori- 


fie God for it, and pray that He would 
enable us to make the moſt ſerious and 
holy improvement of it ; and that we 
may watch againſt a ſecure, ſenſual, 
Z worldly, and lukewarm frame of heart, 
Which alas! is ſadly growing upon us. 
2. This Peace includes Pleaſure, Foy, 
and Gladneſs ; eſpecially in the wor- 
ſhip of God. Peace and pleaſure are ve- 
ry near a-kin, and peace is ſo extenſive 
a word, that we may well ſuppoſe 
* theP/almiſt deſir d his dear brethren and 
Z companions might, in Feruſalem, taſte 
the divine peace, and unſpeakable plea- 
ſures which attend the humble and ſin- 
cere worſhip of the living God. 
AND thus letus pray, that we, and 
our fellow- chriſtians may enjoy an in- 


ternal, as well as an external peace; 


that we and they may be more deli- 
1 Co ms 
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ver'd from darkneſs, doubts, fears, and 
melancholy complaints; that the chil- 
. dren of ion may be joyful in their king, 
and may even ting in the ways of the 
Lord, and that by a bleſſed ſerenity, and 
we of mind, ariſing from an appre- 
enſion of the favour of God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, to our Souls, we may te- 
ſtify to the world, that wa/doni's ways 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace. We are to pray, I fay, 
that all who profeſs the name of our 
Lord Jeſus, may walk fo believingly, 
purely, and cloſely with God, in the 
path of their duty, that they may 
maintain this divine calm, and tran- 
quillity of mind, and thereby ſtrike Þ? 
conviction into the hearts of miſtaken 
ſinners, who falſly imagine where re- 
ligion begins, pleaſure, and joy end. 
The truth is, where ſin begins, and is 
encourag d, there true joy ends; but 
where religion, in the power and pra- 
ctice of it, is begun, and carried on, it 
Oo produces 


Mr. Thomas Marfom: 2 
produces a joyful life, and an happy 
death. The end of the good nian is 
peace, which was verify'd, as we ſhall 
Hee quickly, in the caſe of our dear de- 
ceaſed brother. — 

3. Lowe and Unity are neceſſarily 
comprehended in the peace David is 
praying for. He here deſires that his 
brethren might forget all thoſe diviſi- 
ons, and animoſities, which were a- 
mongſt them, before the kingdom was 
united under him; and as they profeſ- 
{ed the ſame religion, and adored the 
ſame God, might be at peace among 
themſelves, vigorouſly promote the good 
of Feruſalem, and with a bleſſed har- 
mony of affections, engage in the ſer- 
vice of their Lord. 

Tus alſo we are to pray, that the 
church of Chriſt may be preſerv d in 
peace, that there may not be con- 
tention, and ſtrife, and diviſion, amongſt 
us. That one may not ſay I am of Pau, 
and another 1 of Apollos, Ge. 4 

| > al 
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That all bitterneſs, and wrath, and an- 
ger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking may 
be put away, with all malice, and that 
we may be kind one to another, tenderheart- 


ed, forgrums one another, even as God for | 


Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us. It is a no- 
ble repreſentation of this our duty, and 
the grounds of it, which the Apoſtle 
gives us, Endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. T here ts 
one body, and one ſpirit, even as ye are cal- 
led in one hope of your calling. One Lord, 
one faith, one baptiſm. One God and father of 
all, who is above all, and throughall, and in 


you all. Let us read the holy ſcriptures 
with a ſerious regard, and then we muſt 


conclude, that, in our chriſtian profeſſion, 
we are engag'd to the greateſt love, and 


unity amongſt our ſelves. Do we wor- 
ſhip one God, Father, Son, and Spirit? 


Walk by one rule, the ſcriptures ? Pro- 


poſe one happineſs to our ſelves, eter- 


nal life? And are we honeſtly engag d 


2 Epheſ. iv. 3, 4, 5, 6. 


In 
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in one courſe of religion, and holineſs? 
O how then ſhould we love one ano- 

ther, and provoke each other 10 love, 
and good works; as the followers of that 
Bleſſed Jeſus, who has ſaid hereby ſhall 


all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye 
bave love one to another. 


4. Tars word Peace expreſſes a bleſ- 


fing ſo great and full, that t takes into it 


every thing we can conceive of under the 
term happineſs. For when the Fſalmiſt 
ſays, Peace be within thee, the meaning 
upon the whole is, that he wiſhes all man- 
ner of felicity to Feruſalem, and that its 


civil, and religious ſtate might exceed- 


ingly be advanced: Peace and proſperity 
ſeem to deſign the greateſt happineſs, 


ver. 6. the Jews in their uſual ſaluta- 
tion of peace, wiſh'd the fame to each 


other; and when the apoſtle ſalutes the 


churches with grace, mercy, and peace, and 


our Bleſſed Lord, when he fays to his 


ſorrowful diſciples, Peace 1 leave with 
ou, mean no leſs than all man 


ner of 


good. 
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** 80 ther: when- we pray for the i 

ace of the church, we are ſuppos'd to | 
deſire all the felicity i it is capable of re- 
ceiving in this militant ſtate; and parti- 
cularly, that the word, and ordinances of 
Cbriſt may be Cy" d in their purity 
and power: 

Tnar his miniſters may be flrd with 
his gifts, and graces : 

THAT the goſpel may have a free 
courſe, and he glorify'd: , 

TA a multitude of fouls may be 
awaken'd, and ſavingly converted: 

Tur he would add to his church 
daily ſuch as ſhall be ſaved ; and | 

Trar believers may be built up in 
knowledge, and faith, in holineſs, and 
peace to their eternal falvation. WC 
Secondlly, The devout P/almiſt expreſſes 
his concern for the felicityof Feruſalem, by 
a reſolution to endeavour the maintain- 
ing its welfare. I will ſcck thy good. i. e. I 
4 will protect it from its enemies, pre · 


« ſerve its liberties, civil and religious, 
“ and 
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; e promote and encourage (all that 
2 © in me lies) the true worſhippers, and 


“ holy worſhip of Jcbovab there.” 

My brethren, 1 it is a token we are in 
good earneſt in our petitions, when we 
ſeek and labour to obtain the very 


things we have been praying for. Thus 


David acts here, and in Pſal. xxvii. 4. He 
ſays, One thing Avoid 1 deft 'a of the Lord, 
and that a ] ſeek after, &c. The wiſe 


man obſerves, that the ſoul of the ſlig gard 


de ſires, but his nothing, but the ſoul of the 


diligent ſhall be made fat. Thus if we 
would ſhew our fincerity, and ſee the 
fruit of our prayers, we mult follow 


them with endeavours, ef) P for _ 


good of the church. 
Wicked men, a0 perſecutors are 
for ſeeking the hurt of it, and, if it was 


Poſſible, it's overthrow, but we muſt 


tek 1 it's good. 


- EarTHLY minds are for ſeeking: ther 
their We and Feen good; 
2 


» 


Prov. iii. 


' but 
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bur the heart oh wg oa Lag muſt by 3 
ger, and more generous: He, as the P/al- 
nuſt, muſt teek the good of Jeruſalem; and 
this is the duty of every one in their ſe- 
veral characters and ſtations. 00 
CnxłsrIAx kings and magiſtrates ar are 
to ſeek the good of the church, by pro- 
tecting and defending it fromit'Senemies; 
by maintaining us in the poſſeſſion of our 
rights and liberties, as men and chriſtians; 
by diſcountenancing impiety and pro- 
phaneneſs, and encouraging the pious 
and virtuous, that a good man may not 
become the ſcoff of the wicked. 

AND miniſters are eſpecially to do 
it, by diligence i in their ſtudies, holineſs 
in their lives, ſeriouſneſs in preaching, 
and watchfulneſs over the whole flock 
of r 

AGAIN, as private chriſtians, weare 
| Rrongly oblig'd to ſeek its good. 

Bx a conſtant aſſembling our ſelves 
together for the worſhipping God, whe- 
ther more * or publickly „that 
thereb/ 
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thereby we may be Ko. in our be ot 
ces in the church, and eſpecially at __ 
table of the Lord. 

Br afliſting; and watching over one 
another in the Lord : By chriſtian ſym- 
pathy, rejoicing with thoſe that rejoice, 
and mourning with thoſe that mourn, by 
directing the doubtful, ſtrengthning the 
weak, admoniſhing backſliders, com- 
forting thoſe that are caſt down, and la- 
bouring to perform all chriſtian offices, 


as occaſion does require. 


By ſeaſonable and religious advices 
to the ignorant, and thoſe who are out of 
the way; for an occaſional diſcourſe of 
religion, and the things ofanother world, 


has ſometimes been bleſt for a great deal 
ol good to the ſouls of men. 


By a chearful contributing to the ne- 
ceſſities of the poor, and not ſhutting up 
our bowels againſt them. We muſt do 


good to all, but e Hr zo thoſe who are of | 


the bouſhold of faitb. I he primitive 
Fhriſtians on the firſt day of the week 
ET „ laid 
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laid aſide ſomething for their brethren *' 
in diſtreſs, or meaner circumſtances, 
according as God had bleſt them in their 
awful callingns. a” 
r freely contributing alſo tothe ſup- 
rl and maintainance of the Goſpel- 


iniſtry; for if the miniſters of Chriſt *' 
miniſter to us their ſpiritual things, we 
ſhould not think it a great matter to mi- 
| niſter unto them our carnal. The Lord 
Ir has ordamed, that they that preach the go+ 
| el ſhould live of the goſpel : He has ordai- 
| ned it; ſo that a liberal contribution to 
| their ſupport is not to be conſider d as 
a matter of bounty, or charity, or indif- 
ferency, what we may do, or what we 
3 may not do, but as an indiſpenſible du- 
| ty, and a juſt and reaſonable debt; in 
the negle& of which we ſhall not difſ- ? 
charge a good conſcience; either towards 
God, or man. 
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þ Fixarxy, We muſt ſeek the good of 
3 the church of God, by an humble, hnarm- 
Jeſs, holy, kind, and uſeful life, There is 
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5 . 
3 motives, 


3 


nothing does religion ſo much miſchief 


as the ill lives of the profeſſors of it, or 
even the frowardneſs of their tempers: 


But a loving and beneficent diſpoſition, 


follow'd with a godly, upright, and 
holy converſation, {trikes conviction in- 
to the prophane, makes religion amia- 


ble, and is its very crown and glory. 


T hus are we to ſeek the good of the 


church of God. O let every miniſter, 


and chriſtian make this reflection; how 
ſhall I beſt ſeek. the good of Jeruſalem? 
How ſhall I beſt ſhew / my love to Chriſt, 


4 by love to his church? What particu- 
lar abilities, and opportunities have I ta 


promote ſo good a work? What do 1 
more than others? 1 3 


II. We come no to conſider the 
grounds and reaſons of the P/almiſt's 


j concern for Jeruſalem; and they are nat 


any private and ſelfiſh views, becauſe 
this was the chief city of his kingdom, 
and the inter eſt of his family lay chiefly 
there; but he is influenc'd by nobler 


Fit, 
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© Firſt; the love he had to the people 
of God, for my brethren and companions 
. Secondly, The regard he had to the 
preſervation of the pure worſhip, and 
ordinances of God, becauſe of the houſe | 
of the Lord our God I will ſeck thy good. 
Firſt, he is thus concern'd for the 
peace of Feruſalem, from thelove he bore 
to the ſervants of God. For my brethren 
and companions ſakes, q. d. Notwith- 
c ſtanding the height of my dignity, 
« and glory of my ſtation, as a king, 
© do eſteem every true {ſraclite as my 
© brother, and am con-ern'd for all the 
< faithful worſhippers of God, and that 
* my companions, not only in civil and 
_ < military affairs, but ſuch with whom 
6e I have delightfully worſhipped God, 
(and who upon that account are dear to 
me) © may be ſtill partakers of all the 
« divine privileges of the houſe of God.“ 

1. VE may note from hence, that 
all good men, whatever their outward 


FR 
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diltinctions may. hn undi in the ah 
tion of brethren to each. other. The 
P/almiſt here gives us the pattern of aft 
excellent ſpirit, our imitation whereaf 
will not ſuffer us, in the abundance of 
our wealth, and the glory of our exter- 
nal condition, to look down with con- 
tempt on our fellow chriſtians, who are 
plac'd in a lower ſphere, fo: long as 
they are not —_ upright, but emi- 
nent for piety: For indeed we are e- 
qually intereſted in the privileges and 
' RK {ure mercies of an everlaſting covenant. 
®Z Chriſt is a common Saviour, and an un- 
ſpeakable bleſſing to every believer, as 
the Apoſtle ſays when he addreſſes him- 
| ſelf to the Corinthians, unto the church of 
| | God which is at Corinth, to them that are 
3 ſand ed in Chriſt Feſus, called to be 
150 with all that in every place call up- 
on the name of Feſus Coriſt, our 2 
| both theirs, and ours. 


Mx 


IT 


Ir may be, ſome of us may want the 
riches and comfortable enjoyments of 
life, that other good men poſſeſs ; but 
let this comfort us, and fill us with praiſe, 
that we have the ſame God, the ſame 
Saviour, and the ſame well- grounded 
e of eternal life; for our true felicity ? 
lies in theſe things. „„ 
2: Vx are alſoaffectionately to regard 
and delight in the communion of chri- 
ſtians. Thus David acts here. Next 
to the converſing with God himſelf, in 
the duties of religion, there is nothing 
ſo pleaſing, or profitable, as communion 
with the children of God, when theß 
are engaged in an unaffected diſcourſe of 
heavenly things, and are helping onea- 
nother forwards by united acts of fervent 
piety. Tam, ſays the Plalmiſt, a compani= Y 
on of all themthat fear thee : * Theapoſtle F 
alſo ſhews his delight in their ſociet, 

when he addreſſes to the Romans after 

this affectionate manner: I long to ſee 

a Pfal. cxix. 63, 2 Rom. 21, 12. | 
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| you, that I may impart unta. you ſome ſpiri- 


tual gift, to the end you may be eſtabliſhed: 


i | that 7s, that J may be comforted tovether 
| with you by the mutual faith both of you 


and me. „ 

Go loves and delights in his people, 
has beautify d them with his glorious 
image, takes up his abode with them, 


and manifeſts himſelf to them, and has 
ordained, that they ſhall live eternally 


together in the ſame place of glory: All 
which ſhould engage us to feryent love, 


N | Was written before him, for them that ſeared 
" IF the Lord, and that 


: 


thought umn his name. 


Secondly, The other gronnd of his 


# pious concern on this occation is, the 
y Preſervation of the pure worſhip, 


« Mal. ili. 16. | 74 
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nw ordinances of God. Becauſe of the 
bouſe gr Lord our God 1 will ee thy 
good. He lov'd Feruſalem, becauſe it was 
the fixed place 05 the worſhip of God, 
and he deſired, and would endeavour 
that it might continue ſo to be. Some 
may love a place for the beauty, health- 
fulneſs, riches, reputation, and plea- 
fures of it; but a good man will chietly 
value it on the account of the religious 
opportunities, and advantages it affords 
him. 
As men, we are to be concern d for 
the peace, welfare and liberty of out 
native country; but as chriſtians, for 
the houſe of the Lord our God. That 
is, for the intereſt of ſerious religion, 
the preſervation of the church of chriſt, | 
a powerful bleſſing on the goſpel, and | 
the tranſmitting the glorious truths of 
it to poſterity. 1 
HE that knows the worth of his 
own foul, will. highly prize the word, | 
8 and ordinances of God, and 
| greatl y 
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greatly defire they may be preſerv d 
amongſt us, and abundantly bleſt to us. 
Bur to draw to a concluſion of this 
diſcourſe by ſome ſuitable improve- 
ment. 1 „ 
You who are the mourning re- 
latives of the deceaſed, I confeſs, have 
ſuſtain d a great, a very great loſs, and 
ſuch as you will be ſtil] more, and more 


ſenſible of. You have loſt a kind, and 
excellent father, who was good indeed 


in all relations; but whilſt natural in- 
clination, and a reflection on your great 
obligations to him, will neceffarily lead 
you to uncommon mourning, chriſtiani- 
ty (which does not forbid the expreſſi- 
ons of grief) muſt yet regulate your 
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Tukxk are many things in this 


7 caſe Lai: and ſupporting, (vix.) 


Fnar this is the will of God, the 


ſovereign Lord of life, who has a juſt 


right, as to give, ſoalſototakeaway,and 
whoſe will is not once to be Ae 
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BESIDEs, this great bleſſing of a 
good father has been long continued to 
you, and you ought not to forget the 
mercy upon this account. = 
Bur there is this exceedingly to 
ſupport you, that as he liv'd in the full 
aſſurance of the favour of God, ſo he dy'd 
in the joyful expectation of endleſs 
glory and happineſs, hs 1 
Your duty chiefly lies in ſubmiſſi- 
on to the divine will, in frequently con- 
ſidering the advices he gave you in pub- 
lick and private, in health, and his laſt 
ſickneſs, and in imitating his holy life, 
and exemplary converſation. And you E. 
alſo who are the youngeſt branches, 
and deſcendants of his Dy conſider 
the inſtructions your dying Grandfather 
gave you, that you may remember your | 
Creator in the days of yaur youth, 5 
I would no alſo addreſs my ſelf to 
the Church on this ſorrow ful occaſon. 
- Cons]Des, (and I know you do 
_ conhider) that you are deeply interefted | 
Een de ee 
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in this awful diſpenſation of providence. 
Your aged paſtor, who, for many years 
was ſo uſeful to your fouls is taken from 
you. Lay it to heart, and ſeriouſly re- 
He& on the improvement you are to 


make of it. 
yo ever. 

I T becomes you to call to mind what 
progreſs you have made in ſerious reli- 
gion, as you have been ſo _ under 
his miniſtry. 1 829 

[T 1s a peculiar: ſeaſon of enquiry t to 


'F he n don't. live 


every one, what fruits have [ W 


forth ? + 
TRINR alſo of his F he 


pPreach'd to You: It was a doctrine both 
of grace and holineſs: Of grace, for 
he opend to you clearly the way to 
heaven by Jeſus Chriſt; and of holineſs, 


that having received the Lord Jeſus 


. | Chriſt, ye might be walking and grow- 
ing up in him, and be increating and a- 
bounding in every chriſtian grace, and 

duty to the glor * of God, your own 


comfort, 
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comfort, and the honour of your holy 
rofeflion : I beſeech you therefore bre- 
thren to hold faſt theſe bleſſed truths. 
Bes1Des, you are to take notice that 
there is much mercy mingled with the 
affliction, inaſmuch as you have a ſur- 
viving Paſtor. Aſſiſt, and encourage 
him; and pray that a double portion of 
the ſpirit of the deceaſed may reft upon 
him. 85 f 
Bur there is another thing that lay 
much at the heart of this good man, 
both whilſt he liv'd, and when he 
was on his death bed, viz. that you 
ſhould live in love and peace ; this will 
be for the glory of your profeſſion, and 
an evidence of true chriſtianity ; it will 
teſtify your obedience to the new com- | 
mandment of your Saviour, of loving | 
one another, and continue the divine 
favour, and preſence amongſt you. 
Im a word, follow the things that Þ 
make for peace; for as therein you will 
find your own intereſt, ſo you wh an- 
1 Wer 
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ſuwer the conſtant endeavour of your 
2 paſtor whilſt living, and his earnelt, 
and dying requeſt. 


| FiNALLY, my brethren \ farewell, be 
: perfect, be of good ds ke of \ one mind, 
live in peace; and the God of . and 
f iN} peace ſhall be with you ®. 
l come no toſp ka few, tho ma- 
ny things might be ſaid, with reſpect 
do this honour'd ſervant of Feſus Chriſt. 
4s to his temper, he was kind, and 
= affable. He was of a very ſym pathi- 
2 zing diſpoſition towards his fellow 
XZ chriſtians in their afflictions, and di- 
ſtreſſes of what kind ſoever. 
3 Hs was liberal, bountiful, and char 
ritable, in adminiftring to the neceſſities 
of the poor, and promoting the preach- 
ing of the goſpel. 
ls was peaceable, and uſeful in his 
neighbourhood, and I' doubt not but his 
neighbours bear in their own minds a 
teſtimony, that he was a good and uſe- 
ful man. 
2 Cor. xii, 12. \ 
= as 


As a chriſt ian, he was one that ſet 
out in his youth for God. He did not 
delay to old age the great concern of 
his foul. He ſet out well, and ſoon, 
and held on his courſe ; and indeed the 
way to hold on to the end is to begin 
betimes. 5 . 
Go p was pleas d to give him bright 
and ſpecial tokens of his love. Tis 
about threeſcore years fince he had the | 
ſealing evidences of the love of God to 
his ſoul ; ſo that in his temptations he 
was not left to doubt, and deſpond, as | 
the generality of other chriftians are; 
| but was maintain'd in a ſteady be- 
| lief, and hope of his acceptance with 
God in Chriſt, and this he retain'd | 
to the laſt. He had much commu- | 
nion with God, and in ſome in- 
ſtances in a very extraordinary man- 
ner. © 4 5 
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25 the vid, and fulhlFd his mimiſtry | 
amongſt „ . 


Feen and trial ood dd it. 


faith, anch 1 fd In his ee 4 153 
yet did bear af univerfaFloye to thoſe 
that had the holy image of God and 
Chriſt. He did not confine religion to 
his party but loved all good men. 

HE was an able miniſter of "the new 
teftament, and God did inſtruct him 
rihily to divide the word of truth, and 
give to every one their portion. 

Tuk Lord continu d him long in 
the miniſtry, even upwards of 50 years, 
and he was enabled to make  comfor- 
table reflection thereon, that his 7ej 5 
ing was, that in ſun leit), and godly fon? 
85 not nes hr ha om, 50 5 the 
grace of Go, he had 1 his converſation 


HE was one chat dit bor only preach 
the truth of the goſpel, but in a day of 
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| He took  joyfully the ſpoiling, of | his 
goods, knowing in himſelf, that he had 
an heaven a. better, and an endurmp ſub- 


> ant 


ſtance Thus was he a tried Ser 
Tux Lord was graciouſly pleas d to 
own, and crown his labours with abun- 
dant ſucceſs. Many are now in heaven 
to whom he was a ſpiritual father, and 
there are many living witneſſes in this 
congregation of the efficacy of the word 
of God upon their hearts, by his mini- 
ſtry. In a word, he adorn'd his do- 
ctrine by an holy life, and converſati- 
on. Heliv'd what he preach d. 

For a concluſion, I ſhall ſpeak a few 

words concerning his laſt hours. 
_ He livd in a frequent, and ſerious | 

thoughtfulneſs of his latter end : And 
it pleaſed God, which is very remarka- 
ble, to give him even ſuch a death as. 
he deſired, tho' this is what we may 
not ordinarily expect. I am inform'd } 
that he requeſted, if it pleaſed _ | 
al 7 that 
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that theſe three circumſtances might at⸗ 


tend his diſſolution; that: he might. 


have the gracious preſence of God, the 
free exerciſe of his reaſon, and an eaſy 
paſſage out of this world. Now God 
was pleas d to anſwer his dear ſervant 

Hz had the fulleſt maniſeſtation of 


the love of God to his ſoul, and ſuch a 


liberty of mind, as to give chriſtian 
and excellent advices to all his friends 

that viſited him, and went out of the 
world very eaſily: T he lamp of life was 


, & waſted, and he ſweetly fell aſleep in 


the Lord. „ 
HE had very lively apprehenſions 
of the glory of the future ſtate, and ar- 


dent breathings, and longings aſter it. 


Hx had a peculiar pleaſure in the 


thought of the guardianſhip of the holy 


angels over believers at their departure, 
and ſignify d to thoſe, who were near 
him, that as his ſoul was about to be ſe« 


parated from his body, it would ſpeedi- 
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